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visional Government; but with the return from Siberia of Stalin and L. B. Kamenev (March 13) it adopted a more conciliatory tone and, like other socialist newspapers, supported the policy of defensive war. In March, 1917, the Petrograd Bolsheviks shared the Menshevik faith that the fall of the monarchy must be followed for a protracted period by a bourgeois democratic republic and that a socialist revolution at that stage would be premature and doomed to failure.
Lenin had eagerly watched from abroad the trend of Bolshevik opinion, and he lost no time in making his own views known. On April 4 he presented his celebrated April Theses to two meetings of delegates to the All-Russian Conference of the Soviets, held at the Taurida Palace. The first meeting was attended by Bolsheviks alone, the second by both Bolsheviks and Mensheviks. On April 7 the Theses were published in Pravda. The program outlined by Lenin comprised ten points. (1) In view of the bourgeois character of the Provisional Government the revolution had not altered the imperialistic nature of the war, and "revolutionary defensism" was inadmissible. A truly revolutionary war was impossible until three conditions were fulfilled: state power had passed into the hands of the proletariat and the poorest strata of the peasantry; annexations were definitely abandoned; and ties with capitalist interests were severed. Mass propaganda in the army must explain that no democratic peace was possible without the overthrow of capitalism, and soldiers should be encouraged to fraternize with the enemy.9 (2) No less momentous was Lenin's second point. "The peculiarity of the present situation in Russia," he wrote, "consists in the transition from the first stage of the revolution, which gave power to the bourgeoisie because of the insufficient consciousness and organization of the proletariat, to the second stage, which must place power in the hands of the proletariat and the poorest strata of the peasantry/' Revolutionary tactics must be revised to meet this new situation. (3) No support should be given to the Provisional Government. Its predatory nature must be mercilessly exposed; it was deceptive and inadmissible to make "demands/' which merely foster illusions, that "this government of capitalists should cease to be imperialistic/' (4) The Soviets of Workers' Deputies were "the only possible form of revolutionary government/' How-
9 "The German proletariat is the most trustworthy, the most reliable ally of the Russian and the world proletariat/' Lenin, Letter to Swiss Workers, March 27, 1917.